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Gulf State Park will be an 

international benchmark for 

environmental and economic 

sustainability demonstrating best 

practices for outdoor recreation, 

education, and hospitable 

accommodations.
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ENHANCEMENTS

Master Plan elements developed as a result of 2,600 online survey respondents, 12 stakeholder meetings, and 6 community open houses.

PROJECT OVERVIEW:

Master Plan
A Comprehensive Approach
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PROJECT OVERVIEW:

Dune Restoration
An Innovative Return to Natural Systems

Goal: Restore natural systems so the dunes can regrow 
          themselves over time.

•	 The Project Team supported Park Staff efforts to place recycled 
Christmas trees in areas behind the engineered berm to 
facilitate dune growth. 

•	 On January 20, 2017, Park staff and volunteers from area high 
schools and the campground community placed over 200 
donated trees in the dune restoration area.

•	 Over time, sand will accumulate around the trees, creating a 
healthy dune system and habitat for the Alabama Beach Mouse, 
nesting sea turtles, and shore birds.

Volunteers placing recycled Christmas trees in dune restoration area

Christmas trees behind engineered berm
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PROJECT OVERVIEW:

Pedestrian Bridges
Completing the Pedestrian Network
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•	 Two Pedestrian Bridges will increase 
public access to the park by providing 
safe pedestrian passage across East Beach 
Boulevard

•	 Both bridges complete an interpretive 
connection between all ecosystems of Gulf 
State Park

•	 Construction begins on Pier Bridge: 
Summer 2017

Bridge Elevation

West Bridge location connecting Education Pier to Picnic Area and Trail Network East Bridge location connecting Interpretive Center to Trail Network
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PROJECT OVERVIEW:

Interpretive Center
The Launching Point into the Park

1

2

3

4

1.  East Beach Blvd. Pedestrian Bridge
2. Interpretive Center
3. Arrival Plaza
4. Sand-Level Interpretation Play Area &  
     Sky Viewing Deck

Site Plan
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INTERPRETIVE CENTER

Site Protection in place

Sand level interactive educational elements

Water education and play area

Water education and play area equipment
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Tree Protection has been erected Classroom Buildings

Natural Play Area ConceptScreened Gathering Area

SCREENED CLASSROOM 

PROJECT OVERVIEW:

Learning Campus
The Gateway to Learning
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PROJECT OVERVIEW:

Rebuilding the Lodge
A Beautiful Place

Site Plan

1.  Lobby
2. Restaurant
3. Guest Rooms
4. Meeting Space
5. Ballroom
6. Dune Restoration
7. Restored Wetland

1
2

3
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5

7

6
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Park view from top floor guest room Beach view from top floor guest room

Lodge Construction Progress - Feb 23, 2017
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Restaurant Interior Rendering

Lobby Interior Rendering

Family Friendly

Beach Views
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PROJECT OVERVIEW:

Trail Enhancements
Connecting the Park on Feet and Wheels

Key trail links will result in new loops that create car-free experiences. RULES
For your safety, please keep these 
rules in mind:

  • Non-motorized vehicle use only.
  • Absolutely no fires or smoking -        
     wildfires may result!

  • Pets must remain on a leash at all        
     times.
  • Keep to the right! Be mindful of     
     patrol and maintenance vehicles on  
     the trails
  • 10 mph speed limit - no “road   
     training” allowed on the trail.

  • No littering. Please dispose of   
     litter or dog refuse in provided            
     bins.
  • DAYLIGHT HOURS ONLY - camping  
     in designated areas only.

Welcome to Gulf State Park! From wetlands and woodlands to beaches and 
trails, exploring our diverse habitats is a non-stop adventure. 

And more is yet to come! The Gulf State Park Enhancement Project is 
underway with additional trails and amenities coming soon. Please be 
mindful of trails that are closed for construction and for your safety, do not 
explore closed trails.
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1 Mile  Approximately 20 minute walk

mygulfstatepark.com

First Aid

Nature Overlook

Parking

Information

Picnic Tables

Fishing

Beach Access

Dining

Dog Park

Camping

Boating

Bike Parking

PARK HEADQUARTERS
(251) 948-7275
FOR EMERGENCIES
Dial 911

TRAIL PARTNERS
Improved Trail

Primitive Trail

Restrooms

Store

Playground

Water Fountain

Trail Under Construction
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Beach Mouse Bypass Construction 

Eagle LoopChildren biking on Gopher Tortoise Trail

Campground Trail


